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Y We gegn in pulting this lctl 

piece into thy hands, is to promote thy 
Happineſs : But without Holineſs it can have no 
exiſtence, for Holineſs and Happineſs are inſepa 
table; and as tbe Tree is known by its Fruit, ſo 
wherever a Principle of Divine Life (which is 
the ſpring: of Holineſs) is begotten in the Soul 
by + ME there * * ora anſwerable 
thereto. 

Therefore 90 not WR aby ſelf f by nd on 
the one hand or the other; —firſt, if thou art a 
Profeſſor, and talkeſt much of Experience and 
inward Religion, whilſt thou art living in the 
neglect of Chriſtian Duties, thy Religion is En- 
thuſiaſm; — ſecondly, if thou art living in the ex- 
erciſe of every Duty, and art deſtitute of Divine 
Life, or in other words, dead in Sins, and knoweſt 
5 | not 
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not what it is to be born again, thy Religion is 
mere Formality, and will never bring thee one 
ſtep nearer the favour of God ;— ſo, as I would 
caution thee againſt living in the neglect of any 
Duty, but eſpecially thay of Family-Religion 
ſo I would apprize thee of the Danger of reſt. 
ing in a Form of Godlineſs without experiencing 
the Power of it upon thy Soul. 

This little piece makes no diſtinction of ſecs 
or parties amongſt men, but ſets before thee the 
duty of all: As ſuch I recommend it to thee; 
and as Family-Religion is fo much neglicted 
among all Parties (lamentable caſe), and is 4 
part of the Chriſtian Religion, which is of the 
greateſt Importance to Poſterity; he adviſed by 


2 Friend, who is anxious for the: proſperity of 


thy Soul, not to read what I now put into thy 
band like a School-Boy, without attending to 
the ſubject; but well conſider how nearly it con- 
cerns thee to put it in practice, ſeeing there can 

de no proſperity in Soul matters, where this is 
neglected:Nay, may I not aſł the queſtion, 
Can there be any real Chriſtianuy nn 
Religion is wanting? 

Leaſt thou ſnhouldſt think me ſt or im- 

pertinent, I leave the queſtion: with thy Conſci- 


ence, and anſwer thou it to God (who ſearchech 
the 
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the hearts), xs tho _—_—_— before him at 
the Þft day. en ny 
.oAwthere aut forgo Texts 1 ene 
trasſcribed in this Freatiſe, take thy Bible and 
turn to them, conſider them well, and remember 
chere is a day coming when thou muſt give an 
account what: ſuſe thou haſt. made af this, ond 
' every other means of Inſtructioͤn. 
If a aſhore account of the Author will es 
1dith to what-is;ſer before ther, take the foltow- 
lag as an: abſtract: of his Character from | his 
funeral Sermon by Archbiſhop Tillotſon, Of 
his Piety towards God, I ſhall only ſay this, 
that it was great and exemplary, bur yet very 
W ſtill and quiet, | without Stir: or Noiſe, and 
much more in Suhſtance and reality, than in 
*.ſhew: and Oſtentation; it did not conſiſt in 
« cenſuring and finding fault with others, bur 
jn due care and government of his own Life 
and Actions, and in exerciſing himſelf con- 
© tinually to have a Conſcience void of offence 
* towards God and man: In which he was ſuch 
a proficient, that even after long acquaintigce 
« and familiar Converſation with him, it was 
* not eaſy to obſerve any thing which might de- 
© ſerve Blame. He more particularly excelled 
© in the more peculiar Virtues of Converſation, 
cc in 
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« neſs, and in Kindneſs and Charity to all men.” 
He was Miniſter of St. Sepulchre's, London, 
as appears by a Treatiſe on Regeneration, dedi- 
cated to the Inhabitants of that Pariſh,' in which 
the. ſpirit of the man appears in his own words 
as follows: Avoiding all affectation of words, 
« I have uſed plaintieſs of ſpeech ; it being 
<« always my chief delign in the whole courſe of 
* my Miniſtry, to affect che Hearts and Con- 
£ ſciences of my Hearers, rather: —— | 
their Ears and pleaſe their Fan?: 
And now, kind Reader, I ſhall leave Gir lice 
piece to thy ſerious Conſideration, and the bleff- 
ing of God, wiſhing: that thy proſiting may be 
anſwerable to my deſires : And ſhould it have 
| * N ODS a and pray 
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215 lv. 15. 
5 or me, 025 2 * i. will ferve 
e Lord. | 


. 1 
. 
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42 0 H A P. Is 
The Parts of the Text, and Obſerv bſerv 
HE ſum of theſe wards? is, The Good Man's Godly 

N ore to ſerve the Lord with his Houſhold. 

| which we may obſerve four particulars : 

I. The perſon reſolving, viz. Faſbua ; z he it is who makes 
il T5 of by elution ;, firſt bine will ferve the 

e or is reſolution ;.. 1 ſerve 

Lord, and then 15 Houſe. ma 

III. The extent of his reſolution ;| Viz. lis whole Houſe, 


ations 5 thence arifng. 


a for me, and my Houſe. 


IV. The matter reſolved an; and this is, Ne e Cod. 

Each of theſe might afford unto. us a diſtin point of 
Doctrine: But T ſhall wave them all, and inſiſt upon one, 
which as it 
ſo it beſt ſuiteth with the ſcope of my intention in this diſ- 
courſe ; which is to preſs TN Maſters, and Go- 
vernors of Families, to a conſtant and con ſcionable Per- 


formance of Holy, and Religious Duties, in and with their 


F amilies. 
The point of Doctrine i is hi: 
B Obſerve, 


endeth- the main ſcope of the words, 
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Tea under the Law, we find 
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Obſerve, It is a Duty incumbent upon Parents and Maf. 
ters of Families, to be careful, that not only themſelves, but 


all under their charge, even their whole Houſhold, as faithfully 


ſerve the Lord. 


We not ſufficient for Governors of Families to be god 


Chriſtians themſelves, but they ought to be Chri/tian Gs. 
vernors : Nor enough to be themſelves Religious, but they 


muſt train up all under their charge in the knowledge and 


practice of Religion. And the truth is, good Chriſtians 
they cannot be, he are not Chriſtian Governors : He hath 


little Religion himſelf, that doth not faithfully endeavour to 


propagate it in his Family. Thus Foſbua, as a Maſter of 
a F * undertaketh not only for himſelf, but alfo for his 


whole 


been moſt Eminent in Grace, have been moſt exact in 
their Family Duties : Inſtance Abraham, the Father of the 
Faithful, of whom God himſelf giveth this teſtimony, J 


noi Abraham, that he will command his Ghildren, and hi; 
Heuſbold after him, that they, ſhall keep-the way of the Lord, 


&c. Gen, xvlii. 19. And Jacob his Grand-child walking 


in the fteps of his- Father Abraham, was not content at. 


Bethel to worſhip God ſincerely himſelf, but he chargeth his 
Family to put away the ſtrange Gods which were among them, 
and to ſerve the true God, according to. the preſcribed rule 
of his Word, Gen. xxxv. 2. David, though he were 2 


King, and fo had the care of a whole Kingdom upon him, 
yet thought his State-affairs no privilege to exempt him 
from the Religious ordering and governing of his Family ; 
And therefore he profeſſeth, P/al. ci. That. he would walk 
within his Houſe with a perfett heart, that is, moore diſ. 


charge the duties ene to the Governor of an Houſe: 
er | nd that the Fathers amongſt the 
Tſraclites, were commanded to teach their Children the mean. 


ing of the P Mover, and of the Fea/t,of Unleavened Bread. 
And that we may not think this a Legal Precept abo- 
Tiſhed in the time of the Goſpel, the Apoſtle giveth 2 gene- 


ral charge to all Chriſtian Parents, to bring up their Children 


in the nurture and admonition of the Lord, Eph. vi. 4. Vea, 
by the practice of the Primitive Chriſtians,. who lived in 


the. 


n 
_—_ 


ouſhold, that he with them, and they with him, 
ſhould ſerve the Lord. Yea, and in all Ages ſuch as have 
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the Chriſtian Faith, he: ſti 
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HOUSHOLDER, © 3 
te days of the Apoſtles, it doth appear, that fo ſoon as 
any Governor of a F e was converted, and profeſſed 
en his Family to ſerve 
God; It is fajd of Corneliys, that he was a devout man, and 
ine that feared Gad with all his houſe, Acts x. 2. And it is 


recorded of Lydia, that ſhe was baptized, and her houſhald, 


Acts xvi. 15. And it is fajd of the Gaoler, that he believed 
in Cod wih. all his hauſe. Yea, the houſes of the Faithful 
in the Primitive times were ſtiled Churches, Rom, xvi. 5. 


1.Cor. xvi. 19. which implieth, that their private Families 


were ſo pioufly ordered, and religiouſly inſtructed, that they 
ſeemed to be lite Churches, rather than ordinary ho 5 
having taken up Fe/ua's reſolution, 4s for me, and my 
point being thus proved by Scripture and Examples ; 
come we now to the Reaſons, for the farther confirmation 


CHAP. 1. 
' The Reaſons of the. Point. 


z. L 1 Ax be taken from the Command of Gd 


| ho hath commanded us much, ſaying, Thoy 
ſhalt teach my Laws diligently unto thy Childrem and ſhalt talk 
of them tulen thou fitteſt in thine houſe, & . Deut. vi. 7. 


And God hath mani his — com- 
mending Abraham — his Ghildren, and Houſ- 
bold, to keep the:ways of the Lord, Gen. xviii. 19. So that 
to whomſoever the Lord hath given this honour to make 
him a Father: — a Aer over Servants, a Go-\ 
vernoy. over an Houſbol, of them he requireth this duty, to 
teach and inſtruct all under their charge. 

R. II. Every man's houſe is his priuate charge which he 
muſt overſee, it is his Fhct which he muſt attend. You 
will all acknowledge, that every Miniſter's Flock is his 
charge, and that it is a moſt dreadfub thing for any to 
veglect them. And. have nat you as great a charge of 
Jour Family, as the Miniſter hath of his Flock? Yea 

| B 2 doubtleſs, 


% 


doubtleſs, I dare boldly ſay, that ev 


live ar men; yet if you teach them not withal the fear of 
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very Parent and Maſter 
of a F amily, is as deeply charged the Souls" of their 
Children, and Servants, as the Miniſter is with the Souls 
of his F lock. If therefore your Children and Servants live 
and die in their ſins, through your negligence, their blood 
will be required at your hands. 

Vea, let Parents and Maſters of Families ww and 
conſider, that thoſe Children and Servants, who by the 
negle of their duty to them, ſhall periſh in their ſins, will 
curſe them for ever hereafter, amôngſt the 'Fiends; and 
damned in Hell; crying out, Moc and alus thati ever we 
were born of | cb irreligious Parents; _ ſerayed ſuch wicked 
and ungodly Maſters, that had no care of ee 
Souls ; but ſuffered us to run a — everlaſting 

5... Oh that all Parents and Maſters of 720 amilies would 
ſeriouſly conſider theſe things, and in time labour to pre- 
vent them, by a conſcionable diſcharge of the duties be- 
longing to their places, and Relations. 

K. fil. Juſtice and Equity requireth this at your hands, 
to do your utmoſt endeavour to train up your Children and 


Servants, in the fear of God; and to inſtru them in the 


x 

1s 

b 
ways of Godlineſs; that as they help you in many things, L. 
ſo you ſhould be a means to help them in this ;. that as God be 
of his oodnefs. hath made them your Children, and Ser- * 
vants, ſo you, in wa — ſhould de to make 
them his Children, nd Servants. '. And truly, though you 90 
feed them well, and clathe them well, and provide well 1 
them; yea, and teach them how to live another day, to 


God, whereby they may live as Chriſtians, which wil 
— live for ever; wherein do ydu diſfer from .Hea- 
tho Pr Parents, and Pagan Maſters for even they will 
Be Wanting in the 1 — things; which the Apoſtle 


Hooker, where he- aw:deth: not. for hit Fa- 
- 15-voorſe than an Frog im. x. 8. And if you 
no further, than to make ee pes e for the bo- 


dies e b eee har he 
„Inbsgele and Heathenas- ſon x a 1 -- wtf: 
And there fore how doth it conventy ou who Se Parents, 
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ance of holy and religious duties amongſt them; as Pray- 
ing, Reauing, Gatechiſing; and the like; whereby you will 
not only go beyond all the Heathens in the 'world, but like- 
wiſe gain an hopeful Evidence to your own ſouls, of the 


truth of grace in you; and of the ſincerity of your pro- 


ſeſſion, that ye are Chriſtians indeed. , 

K. IV. The curſe of God hangs over thoſe Families in 
which Religious duties are altogether neglected; yea it 
abideth in their houſes ; as the Wiſe man expreſleth, Prov. 
iii, 33. The curſe of the Lord is in the-houſe of the wicked. 


Howloever they may ſeem to abound and flouriſh in all 


worldly wealth and riches ; yet the curſe of God is upon a'l 
that they enjoy. For as the Lord ſpeaketh by his Prophet 
Malachi, Mal. ii. 2. He will curſe their bieſſmgs, that is, 
whatſoever outward good things they did enjoy, ſhould be 
curſed to them. Whereupon faith Eliphas, in Fob, Chap. 
v. 3. 1 ſaw him taking root, but I curſed his habitation, that 
is, I ſaw him ſeemingly ſettled in his outward proſperity, 


but by the eye of faith I likewiſe ſaw a curſe hanging over 
his houſe and family, over his wealth and riches. | 


* 


R. V. Another reaſon may be taken from the manifold 
benefits and commodities, which uſually follow upon a 
conſcionable performance of theſe duties. A 15005 

1. Religious duties conſcientipuſly performed, will bring 
down God's bleffing upon yourſelves and your relations; 
upon your eſtate, and all your undertakings. As God 
blefled Obed Edom, and all his houſhold, for the Art's jake. 
So queſtionleſs will the Lord bleſs thoſe Families wherein 
holy duties are faithfully performed. For Gedlineſs is pro- 


y 
fable unto. all things, having the promiſe of the life that now | 


ts, as well as that which is to come, 1 Tim. iv. 8. Where- 
upon faith the wiſe man, Prov. xiv. 11. The bouſe of the 
wicked ſhall be overturned ; but the Tabernacle of the upright 
ſhall flouriſh. And therefore the Pſalmiſt pronounceth them 
dleſſed who thus fear the Lord, faying, Bleſd is he that 
feareth the Lord, and walketh in his ways, for thou ſhalt eat 
the labour of thine hand, happy ſhalt thou be, and it ſhall be 
well with thee, Pſ. cxxviii. 1, 2, 3, 4. How then can ſuch 
expect a bleſſing from God, either upon themſelves, or 

FH = upon 


3 
of your Children and Servants, by a conſcionable perform- 


22. Thoſe Children and Servants who are reli iouſſy 


be to thee, who art a Maſter of a Family, to ſee thy houſ. 


power to do him what faithful ſervice he can, in way of 


' that charge God hath laid upon them, whereof they are to 
benefit, which themſelves may reap thereby; they will ſee 
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upon their relations, or upon their pains and endeavours, 
who do not ſet up God and his Worſhip in their houſes, 
ſeeing it is that whereby God's blefling -is entailed, - 


educated and principled, are likelieſt to prove comforts to 
their Parents and Maſters. What a comfort muſt it needs 


hold (through the bleſſing of God on thy care and pains) 
to be walking Heaven-ward ? Yea, when thou comeſt to 
lie upon thy death-bed ; Oh what a comfort will it then 


be unto thee, that thou haſt ground to believe, that thy 


Children are God's Children, and the Servants of Jeſus | 
Chriſt ; thou mayeſt then with ſtronger confidence com- 
mend them unto God's Fatherly care and protection, with 
greater aſſurance expect God's bleſſing upon them after 6 
—_— Ra 

3. There is no ſuch means to make your Children lov- ? 
ing and dutiful unto you, and your ſervants faithful in the 
ditharge of their duty; as to inſtruct them in the princi- 
ples of Religion, to plant the fear of God in their ly 
hearts. In which reſpect Solomon ſaith, A godly Son maketh | 
a glad Father, viz. by his dutiful and reſpectful carriage 
towards him, And that ſervant who ſhall find true grace 
either firſt wrought, or further increaſed in him by his 
Maſter's means, will endeavour with the utmoſt of his 


thankfulneſs, h | 
So that if Parents and Maſters of Families, reſpect either 


give an account to him at the great day: or that good and 


good and juſt ground to be diligent and conſtant in the diſ- 
charge of holy duties with their Family. 
EX. VI. Another reaſon may be taken from the manifold 
miſchiefs, which uſually follow, and accompany the neglect 
of family duties. | | | 
1. From hence come all Domeſtick brawls arid conten- 
tions; hence it is that the houſe is divided againſt itſelf; 
Hyſband againſt Wife, and Wife againſt Huſband; Mal- 
ter againſt Servant, and Servant againſt Maſter ; Parent 
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againſt Child, and Child againſt Parent; which would be 
prevented were the Lord better known, and more dul 
worſhipped amongſt them. For where God is ſerved wi 
perfect purity, there is perfect peace. But where God is 
not ſerved, there is no peace, but jars and contentions, 
ſtrife and debate; which giveth great advantage unto Satan 
the arch enemy of mankind, who lite a roaring Lion walketh 
about continually ſeeking whom he may devour, 1 Pet. v. B. 
2. From hence it is that Magiſtrates are enforced to 
execute the penalties of the Laws upon ſo many; namely, 
becauſe they are not Religiouſſy educated, but ſuffered to 
have their wills in their youth. Which appeareth from the 
ſad complaints of many malefactors, at the place of Exe- 
cution againſt their Parents and Maſters, for their careleſs 
omiſſion of their duty towards them; ſaying, F they had 
had any care or conſcience of our education, if they had cor- 
refled and reſtrained us betimes from our wieked courſes, we 
bad never come to this dog*s-death and ſhameful end. 
3. From hence it is that ſo many Families are fo diſſo- 
lute and profane, abounding with all manner of fin, and 
wickedneſs, as hing, ſwearing, Sabbath-breaking, drinking, 
whoring, and the like ; as if there were a ſeminary of little 
Devils, an houſhold of Fiends. 'And truly, when Families 
leave God in not doing the good they ſhould, God leaves 
Families to do the evil they ſhould not. So that fin hath 
there free place, where God's ſervice hath no place. And 
ſins of commiſſion do uſually follow fins of omiſſion: It 
being ordinary with God to puniſ one fin with another; 
to puniſh the neglect of duty, with the committing of fin, 
by leaving men ſo to themſelves, that they break forth into 
the committing of great and heinous fins. A general 
complaint there is in theſe days of the undutifulnels, and 
liſobedience of Children; of the negligence and unfaith- 
fulneſs of Servants, yea, and of the looſe, lewd lives of 
both in many Families; whereof if we would ſearch the 
true ground and cauſe, we ſhall find it rather in the ſuper: - 
„ than in the inferiors. For howſoever m—_ cannot 
be excuſed, yet queſtionleſs the fault is chiefly in Superiors 
and Governors, becauſe they are careleſs and negligent in 
he diſcharge of their duty towards them, not praying with 
7 B 4 | them, 
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them, nor. Catechiſing, and inſtruRing them, as they 
ſhould... For where ins duties are ſhut. out of a Fa. 
mily, there tſually the dear is 11 wide open to Going F,. and 
aneneſs. 
ye 2 L. neglect of Religious n in thy Family will make 
thee guilty of »Murther, even of Soul-murther, which is the 
reateſt of all. For whereas the Souls, — — 
ies of thy Children, and Servants, are committed to th 
care and charge; if any of them ſhould periſh 1 
thy default, thou art —— guilty of their eternal death 
and damnation, and their blood will be required at thy 
hands. As Jacob was accountable to Laban, for the loſs 
of every Lamb, or Sheep; at. his hand was it required. 
- is every Maſter of a F *amily accountable to God, for 
ſoul under his roof. If any of them periſh through 
his ault, God will require it at his 1 God will 
require the blood of thy Child, the blood of thy Servants 
at thy hands one day. If therefore you will — free from 
the blood of your Children, train them up in the fear and 
nurture of the Lord; pray for them, and with chem; Ca- 
techiſe them, &c. * 
| The Point being Sr Ml by Scripture and reaſon, | | 
- come we now to the Uſes thereof, 


\ 


C H A P. III. 
45 U of Reproof of thoſe Maſters who make 10 
' Conſcience of Family Duties. 

Uſe L Gran it is a Duty incurabent upon Parents, 

and Maſters of Families, to be careful, that 
not only themſelves, but alſo all under their charge, even 
their whole Family, do faithfully ferye the Lord; then they 
are greatly to be reproved who are neithef careful to ſerve 
God themſelves, neither take they any care of their Fa- 
milies: But as there is no fear of God in their hearts, ſo 


neither is there any fear of God in their Families. Yea 
inſtead of God's ſervice, there is all manner of wickednehs 


and 
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and profaneneſs, ſo chat their houſes are ſo many filthy 
cages of unclean Birds, ſo many ſtyes of all manner c © 
abominations. Of whoſe houſes we may ſa what Soh%irn 
ſaid of the Hart's houſe, Prox. vii. 27 *Tis the way 0 
Hell, that is, che high and ready way unto eternal death 
and condemnation; I hefe men howloever they would be 
eſteemed good Maſters, and good Governors, yet are they 
far from ſuch; in that they neglect the main duty belong- 
ing ta good Governors, which 1s to take care of the ſouls of 
thoſe under their charge, willingly ſufter all manner of 
wickedneſs, and profaneneſs, to rule and bear ſway in their 
Families, and that without any check or contrqul. ' 
I dare boldly fay, it were much better for a man tb put 
his Child into a Peſthouſey than into ſuch à Family; in 
that wickedneſs is more infectious than the Plague, ſpread- 
ing infinitely, polluting every one it comes near. And 
whereas the: Plague and Peſtilence can but kill che body. 
the contagion. of fin is apt to deſtroy both body and ſoul. 
And therefore what is uſually. written. upon the doors of 
ſuch houſes as are viſited with the Plague (Lord have mercy 
upon 15), may far better be written upon the doors of ſuch 
houſes, where through the neglect of Family Duties, ſin 
and wickedneſs doth abound. - -_ :: ig D& 5 
I know there are very many, both Parents and Maſters, 
who having provided fe the bodies of thoſe under their 
charge, think they have ſufficiently diſcharged their 
towards them. But I would demand of ſuch, if their care 
be only to provide for the bodies of their Children and Ser- 
vants, what do they more to them than to their beafts ? If 
they only clothe them, -and pay them their wages, what do 
they more to them, than the Lurks and [nfidels (who know 
not God) do to their Children and*Servants'? If their care 
be only to provide for them an Earthly Inheritance, with- 
out any care to make them Heirs of an Heavenly inheri- 
tance, what do they more to them than [Fews (who are 
ignorant of Chriſt and his Goſpel) do for their Children? 
Let ſuch know, that it is theic duty to provide not only 
for periſhing Carcaſſes, but ako for the immortal fouls. of 
all theirs. And it is a vain, and fooliſh imagination for 
y to think, they have done their duty, when they have 
| ap 
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apparelled, nouriſhed, and brought up their Children "Oy 


Servants ; conſidering they have a far greater account to 
make before God for their ſouls : Of which if any ſhould 
periſh-through their negligence, and unfaithfulneſs, how 
dreadful will their account be? Oh, what anſwer will they 


#4 12 — 4 n 
„ % 4 » 
1 ST * dd 
1 „ S\ a * 


An Exbortation unto all Parents and Mafters of Fa- 


milies to make Conſcience of Family Duties. 


De II. F ET the fecond Uſe be an Uſe of Exhortation 
N to ſtir up all Chriſtian Parents, and Maſters 
of Families, to be careful that their whole houſe do faithfully 
ſerve the Lord, as well as themſelves; that they take up 
Foſbud's reſolution, As for me, and my houſe, awe will ſerve the 
Lord. As you would not be guilty of the blood of your 
Children, and Servants fouls; and as you would not have 
chem cry out againſt you in everlaſting fire, ſee that you 
bring them up in the fear and admonition of the Lord. 
Every Governor ſhould be that in the body politic of his 
own huſe, which the heart is in the natural body of man; as 
it communicateth life, and vital ſpirits to the reſt of the 
members. So muſt the Maſter of the houſhold endeavour 
to impart the ſpiritual life of grace, to all that are members 
of his body politick. And his houſe by a conſtant, con- 


ſcionable performance of holy and religious duties there, 


would be a little Church. For the maintaining the Wor- 
ſhip of God makes every houſe to become a Sanctuary, an 
boi of Gad. Hence divers pious Governors in the New 

Teſtament are ſaid to have Churches in their Houſes, as 
Philem. v. 2. Philemon, x Cor. xvi. 19. Aguila, and 
Priſcilla, and Nimphas, whoſe houſes were called Churches, 
as in reſpect of the Saints in their houſes, ſo in reſpect of 
the worſhip of God among hem. Oh what an honour 


will this be to us, when upon this account, our 3 
4 


he able to make, when the blood of their Children, and 
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ſhall be called rather Churches than 
if Cod, »tdther than the'dwellings — 
For the more profitable 
what be the duties ices which are iall 
. radar art ov a er in reverence 
ee "_—_ ory e. | | | 


. 
-- 


te houſes | Temples 
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of F. amily Prayer," with . Motives thereunts. 
L PR4vEn, which. is one principal part of the ſervice 


of God in all Families, and therefore ought.to be 
performed by the Governor thereof; who as he is a King 


and an Evening — aj of Prayer = praiſe unto G 

and with his F y. This we find commanded to us 
the practice of the Patriarch who when they removed 
— place, they built an Aar, where God was to be 
upon by the whole Family. This did 4braham, 
Tac, and * nk David though a King, yet prayed with 
his H as their Governor, for it is recorded of him, 
2 Sam. vi. 18. that having offered, at yo Fa, bo and 
| beace-offert s before the Lord, he returned to bleſs his houſhol, 
that is, ſay Expoſitors, to bleſs God with his F 2 and 

to beg God's bleſſing on them. . 
In the New Teſtament the Apoſtle writing to Maſters 
of Families concerning their duties, adjoineth this, continue 
in Prayer, Col. iv. 2. wer to-be one ſpecial duty 
incumbent on them to be t in Family-prayer, Of 
Gruclius it is ſaid, Acts x. 2. that he was one who feared 


Cod with all his houſe, which gave much Alms to the people, 


and prayed to God altuays; which implieth that he pra 
daily with his Family. Theſe examples are reco ted by 


the Hol -Ghoſt as Copies for us to torite after. " 
But + more full conviction of that obligation that 


lies upon you — the performance of this Duty, let the 
following Arguments be duly weighed. * 


reſſing of this Uſe, 1 ſhall bew 


to govern his Family, fo a Prigft to offer up a — 
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Arg. I. The Argument ſhall be drawn from that try 
a commi — Governbrs of Families... ere: 4 
ell! ei te hn 

That Governors of "Remikies are e with the | 
Suu with the Religion ef theer. Familien: Not that they 
may preſcribe unto them, or impoſe upon them what way 
of Religion they pleaſe; or that Inferiors may be excuſed 
by the errors or neglects of the Superiors; but it is com- 
mitted to their care, and they have received a charge from 
the Lord, to look diligently to "al that are under them ; that 
they duly weer God, pang yt his Nr and Keep 
ins Statutes. 

That there ts fack's a care enen on them, is evident 
under the Law; the Maſter of the Family was by the ap- 
pointment of God, to look to the — of all the 
Males of his houſe,” both thoſe that were born in his houſe; 
and thoſe that were bought with his money. In the fourth 
Commandment, the Maſter of the Family is charged, not 
only to keep the Sabbath in his own perſon, but to > look to 
his Family alſo. Thu Halt do no work therein, that is not 
all, ner thy Son, non thy Daughter, nor thy Man- ſervant, nor 
Mid. ſervant. &c. Exod. xx. 10. Suitable to this 

irge is the caro and holyreſolution of. Jaſpua in the Text, 
J, ad my houſe; will ſerve the Bord: Chuſe you whom you 
will ſezve, ſalth he, to the reſt of the people, I have not ſo 
much to do with that, but — me, and my houſe, I muſt 
and will look to that, we will ſerve the Lord. Hence this 
firſt thing appears,- that Governors of Families are to take 
care of the Religion, and therefore of the Souls of their 

Families. When a Child is brought forth, when a ſervant 
is brought into thine houſe, God ſays to thee, as the man 
in the Prophet's Parable, Alep this man, look to this Child, 
Jook to this Servant, look to their Souls, if they miſcarry, 
or de loſt through thy neglect, thy life hall go for their lives, 
thy ſoul 4 their hal; and ſo ſhall thy judgment be. 

a. Governors of Families have never faithfully diſ- 
— their truſt, till they have uſed all means which God 
hath appointed, that may be for the advantage of the Souls 
ander their charge, _ ths furtherance of them in * 
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If there be any ching l . that you have 
you'are't] in ns 9464+ Hom 
3 Thei win their Families is act. 
ing to God's appointment, and of great advantage to Souls! 
1. Joimt-prayer i inn Ordiriance Gch: Thus niaith is 
ined clearly enougkł in that form of Prayer which Chrilt 
ht his Diſciples h el runs in the plural number 
K er, give us this Way" bur daily vread. And from tlie 
practice of the Primitive Chriſtians?! Note if Chrittiuhs | 
in g ſuch as wre not of the ſame Family, 1 
God's intment to n in Prayly' then — 
See the ſame — ibn in the ſume 
F ni cannot rides or e trom any ꝙurt 
of Chriſtian Communion. — Ga greater 
Aſſemnblies, ſhould not forget their joint-Srayers; 1... 1 1 | 
2. Comunttion in Prayer, as it is God's Ordinance; 20 
*tis of great advantage to Souls. The joint-prapers of the 
| ſeveral perſons in a Family, are more acceptable to ( 
and more orgs with him, than 3 of che Tame 
perſon 2 t Ws 
"There is the ſame reaſon for: the lay of the joitk- 
prayers'of Chriſtians of the fame Family, as of the im-. 
prayers of Chriſtians not of the ſame Family; of the ache 
:Cityy, or. Town, or County. Now we ind in Scriptute, 
from the: prachce of the people of God, that this was their 
concurrent judgment; that their coming together to pray, 
would prevail more with God; than their praying apart q ds 
Al xii. 12. before · mentioned. Many were gathered to- 
pettier in Mury's houſe! 10 Pier: If it had bw! 
all one, as to the probability of che ſucceſs; if the L 


had been as likely to have ben 1 ch, for Pro's 
enlargement, by their ſeparate, as by their Fd, by 84 
r 


they would oe have run that hazard as ney did 

— t They knew welkenougt” t danger 
it have — had they boen taken ptaying. - Many 
inſtances might be brought of the like practice of Chrifttans 
in all Ages, 080 eſpecially in caſes of great exigenc ies and 
neceſſities did thus Aſſemble, Whence is à clear founda- 
tion of this argument: That way of whicly the 
people of God . berake themſel ves to in daſes 
[244d þ ; of 
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of any ſpecial exigencies,:that was in their judgment the 
oft acceptable and p But joint-pra is 
ICE SEEDS 


leſs. 
| Beſides, Finde peyer will be of this eaten: it t will 


be a great help to thaſe that re leſs bl, to teach them to 


ſhould teach theirs: to pray, as 
OED bt his Diſciples. And how: ſhould they teach 
| by. ion only! We we Farm more of Sy 
Kill. = Spirit of. Prayer, by a — The 
id, than by multitudes 15 _—_— alone. 


teaches the Child to ſpeak in-its 3 
d ie pred, we ſhall — big 
them, put words. into their mouths, yea Kindle . 


their hearts. Who that hath any expetience 

bo — eplergemens, todiviges and importunate >» 2 
ings, and wreſtlings with God in Prayer, do often warm 

N hearts of tho 7. 712 join with us. 

| I is the Will of 

. improve all opportunities, advantages, and aceqſio 

. Prayer. This Propoſition, if it need as oy is ſuſkcient! 

_ evident from 1 Tim. ii. 8. Twill that men — 


er as it is in the Greek, on every opportunity ; with Al 
prayer, with all manner of prayer; in publick, in private, 
in ſecret, alone, ex, as opportunity is s offered, and 
- occaſion requires. o have not Governors of Families, 


as ſuch, ſpecial opportunities for joint-prayer ? Their coha- 


Atatiom, upon which they may mneet-mote--ealily and fre- 
quently, than thoſe, that live at a greater 3 their 
. r Fader they may command che at- 
tendance wand opportanyly into their 
(202 26 Dias 


- Andrhaveithey. not a.) 28 luck ſancial occaſions of 
joining in prayer? There are Family-mercies which they 
care jaintly concerned to pray for when wanted, and to ac- 
know when received: . here are Family-aſſlictions, 
and croſſes, which they are in common concerned to pray 
. againſt ; */ There, are H amily-ſins which call for joint-con- 


bang and humiliations, \ Thoſe that have ſinned d toge- 
er, 


od that Chriſtians v9 5 | 


And Eph. vi. 18. Praying always with all Prayer, Aways, 


Ferrer © cxowanwcc. FFP 
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her, or ſulfer together, on are ſharers in the ſame com- 
mon mercies, ought alſo to join . Con- 
2 Eetitiona, and. Thankſgivings. 
g. III. From the example. of riſt, who to taught 
2 but prayed with. them. His Diſciples 
were his Family. The Paſſover was to be eaten by the 
ſeveral Families apart, a Lamb for a Family. And if you 
would know who were Chriſt's Famil enquire with 
whom he eat the Paſſover, theſe are his Diſciples, and with 
theſe he M A he was alone praying, his Diſciples were 
" him, Luke ix. 18. But how was he alone, when his 
Diſciples. were with him? the —_— only is, he was 
withdrawn from the multitude ; he and his Diſciples were 
privately together, and with them he pray. 

Now to gather up all together: If the example of Chriſt 
be obliging to his Followers; if Governors of Families 
have opportunities and occaſions of joining in Prayer with 
them; and it be the Will ef Gen that they take, and im 
prove all rtunities and occaſions of praying: If Go- 
vernors of Families be entruſted with the Souls of their 
Families, and this truſt cannot be diſcharged where this 
exerciſe is neglected, then muſt it be acknowledged, that 
it is a duty incumbent on them from the Lord; and that 
they fin againſt God, who make no Conſcience of it. 

o what hath been dads let — add theſe 6 


Pe manjoll bens which uſually follow and 
— _ — on 


1. It is a fandtiifying Ordinance ; thereby the Huſband i is 
anflified to the 2 and the M iſe to „e Zluband ſo 
that they prove bleſſings and comforts each to other. (Hil- 
dren likewiſe are bleſſed and ſanctiſied to their Parents, and 
Servants to their Mdafters : Vea, Family- prayer produceth 
God's Bleſſing upon their Callings and Enjoyments, upon 
their Loſſes and Uroiles, both are thereby Vlelled and anc 
tied 5 — 1 2: 55 a 
Prayer, as it is a fandti ing rdinance, ſo it is 
& ee Ordinance; it br the whole houſe 240 the 
of God. It is recorded of Cornelius, that he was 4 
= man, one that feared God with all bis W 8 
ray 


/ 


16 The CHRISTIAN 
prayed to Gtdakvays : His conſtant co 


nal . a. * 
- WY ua 4%) ww 5 ” K : * 
« * 
r ² —mͤw.̃ ² —⁰dge.˙w ë . ñ·⁰ͤ: . ⁰˙ r/.4> en , wry 


courſe of praying with 
his Family, queſtionleſs: did ſeaſon his whole houſe: with 
the fear of God. As Prayer-leſs F amilies are for the moſt 
part deſtitute of the fear of God, ſo in thoſe! Families 
where a conſtant courſe. of praying is kept up, there the 
Bere Mau are ſeaſoned wh "the trus fear! of God, 


As Abraham was a Praying Maſtery ſo he had Praying Ser- 


vants, Gen. xxiv. 11. For 'Inferiors are apt to write 
— 2 w their ex- 
ample. Thus by à Pray vin d Maſter, Children and Ser- 
rn gt Pr ö erer oe 8 ese 
Famihprayer im u fpecta ag 3 
e L 8 o id 
ſuch a terrible Earth-quake, that bong 4 — houſe 
in a whole Town in Switzerland, fave. one, wherein the 
Maſter of the Family was at the ſame time praying with 


his Wife, Children, and Servants. If God dotir not pre- 


ferve Praying Families from thoſe common Judgments and 
Calamities which befal others, yet he will ſo Lang thoſe 
Calamities unto them, that they ſhall turn to their good ; ac- 
cording to that gracious promiſe, Al things ſhall work” to- 
2 for good, to them that laue Gad, Rom. viii. 28. 

Frys . Conſider the manifold --niſch:efs that uſually follow 


— — lect of Family. prayer As; 
20 Fee. 15 uſualh attompanied with 
. A F all other 
bp er ene For, whoever heard that the Scriptures 
were read, or Catechiling "uſed Ls "any oy Family where 
Prayer Was omitted? So that Pra are as 
bres, — all Religion lies 5 5 
2. Neglect] amily-prayer eupoſeth the bad ouſhe to 
the wrath and fury of Gul: TE eremiah im- 
pheth, where he ſaith, Pouy but thy the Heathen 
„ = way not, and upon the Fanillies « at call. not upon 
thy" Name, Jer. X. 23. Where, by lthe-/ Fury f God, is 
meant his wrath in the higheſt degree, his anger boiled up 
to the height. Oh{-who can abide this ſcalding wrath ! 
And by pouring. out God's fury, is meant God's infliting 
his fierce wrath in the greateſt᷑ meaſure, in the higheſt de- 


"tas 


ligious Duties, which is ad true 
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= The words though they are ſer down — 
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of a Prayer, yet they are a prediction (as well as a petriion) 
of God's dreadful wrath and fury, to be undoubtedly in- 
inflicted upon all Prayerleſs Families, For the Prophet 
put up this Prayer unto God, as foreſeeing the certain ruin 
and deſtruction of ſuch Families, as called not upon the 
name of the Lord: He knew that God would aſſuredly 
pour out his fury. upon their Families, who did not pour out 
their ſouls unto him. Oh that all Maſters and Governors 
would ſeriouſly think, and meditate on this fearful impreca- 
tion of the Prophet againſt all-Prayerleſs Families; that 6 
they might dread the omiſſion of ſo neceſlary a duty, as 
much as the ſcorching wrath and fury of God; yea, as 
the ſcorching fire of Hell: For what is Hell itſelf, but the 
feeling of this wrath and fury of God? 


— 


CHAP. Vi. 


Of reading the Holy Scriptures in Families, with 
quickening Motives thereunto, | 


IL A NOTHER Duty incumbent upon Parents and 
Maſters of Families, is frequently to read the Holy 
Scriptures, or to cauſe them to be read in and with their Fa- 
milies. "Though this be a diſtin exerciſe from the former, 
of Prayer; yet do they mutually help one another, and 
therefore are fit to be joined together. 
We read how the Priz/# under the Law, was daily to - 
bght the Lamps, aud to burn Incenſe, - Exod. xxx. 7. 8. As 
the Lamp ſignified the Word of God, fo the Incenſe ſigni- 
hed Prayer. And as the Lamp was daily to be lighted, and 
the Incenſe daily to be burned, fo are we thereby taught, 
daily to join the Word and Prayer together; for as the 
Apoſtle ſpeaketh, 1 Tim. iv. 5. By the Word, and Prayer, 
every thing is ſanctiſied. Vea, this . of reading the 
ord, we given in Command unto Houſholders un- 
der the Law ; for, faith the Lord, 17 ſhall lay up my words 
{meaning the words of the Law) in your heart, and in 
your Soul, And ye fhall _ them your Children, ſpeaking - 
K 2 | 8 
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of them when thou fitteſt in thine houſe, when thou lieft 

and when thou riſeft up; which implieth a diligent reading 
of the Word in their houſes. Yea, the old people of the 


Jeios were ſo diligent in teaching their Children the Word 
of God, that 27 faith, Every one of our people being 
e 


aſked concerning t eaſily than 
his own name. | 5 
In the New Teſtament we have the Apoſtle's Command 
for this Duty; for, faith he, Let the Word of Chriſt divell 
in you richly, Col. iii. 16. The Word is ſometimes taken 
for Chriſt himfelf, Jo. i. 1. and fo it is true, that we ſhould 
labour that the Herd Chri/? ſhould dwell in us. But by 
the Word of Chri/t, is here meant the written Mord » 
God, which is here called the Word of Grit; both becau 
he is the Author of it, and becauſe he is the chief e of 
it. And whereas the Apoſtle ſaith, Let the Word of 
Chriſt dwell in you, it is a Metaphor taken from ſuch as 
dwell under one and the ſame Roof with us, and noteth 
two things. | „3 
1. That we muſt get it into our hearts, and houſes, as 
well as into our Churches. | | 
22. That by our frequent reading of it, and cauſing it 
to be read in our houſes, it ſhould be as familiar with us 
as one that dwells with us under the ſame Roof. 
For the better preſſing of this Duty upon the Con- 
ſciences of Parents and Maſters of Families, I ſhall hint 
only two Motives to quicken you thereunto. | 
I. The knowledge of the Scriptures will be an excellent 
means to keep up your Authority in your Families over your 
Children and Servants For therein they cannot but hear, 
and underſtand, it is their duty to be obedient to you in all 
things, Your own commands and threatenings may per- 
haps cauſe them to ſerve you with eye-ſervice, as men- 
Plegſers; but to hear the Commands and Threatenings of 
God in his Word, may cauſe them to ſerve you in /ngle- 
neſs of heart. So that if nothing elſe, Policy methinks 
ſhould prevail with you, to cauſe the Word of God to be 
read frequently in your houſes, 
2. Some 7 reading the Scriptures, others by hearing it 
read in the Family, have been onverted from the ou of 
| ature 


e Laws, rehearſcth them 
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Nature, to the ſlate of Grace. For Faith may be wrought 
in us by hearing the Word Read, as well as hearing it 
Preached. St. Auſtin reports of an Ægyptian Monk, who 

| living in a Chriſtian Family, where the Word of God was 

frequently reach was thereby converted to the Chriſtian 
Faith. | | | 

And indeed there is a greater virtue in the holy Scrip- 
tures, than in any other Book, for the working of Con- 
yerſion in the hearts of natural men and women. Oh 
what an encouragement ſhould this be unto Parents and 
Maſters of Families, to cauſe the holy Scriptures to be 

uently read in their houſes ! for what know they, 
whether ſome under their charge may not thereby be con- 
verted, | 1 | 

And that your reading may be the more profitable, ob- 
ſerve theſe few Directions. | | | 

1. Before you read, lift up your heart unto God in ſome 

- ſhort Prayer, beſeeching him who ig the Father of Light, 
to enlighten the blind eyes of your under/tandings, that you may 
underſland what you read, to flrengthen your memories, that 
you may remember it, and that he would give you M iſdom to 
apply, Faith to believe, and grace to practiſe what you read. 

Which Prayer is neceſſary before reading, becauſe as 
the Apoſtle ſpeaketh, 1 Cor. ii. 14. Naturally we under- 
fland not the things of the Spirit of God, neither can we 
know them, becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned, And it is 
only the Spirit of God that revealeth them unto us, which 
we have no hope to attain, but by fervent Prayer. 

2. The Word muſt be read and heard with all holy re- 
verence and attention, as being the Word of the great God, 
whereby he revealeth himſelf and his Will clearly unto us, 
for the building us up in all grace and godlineſs. 

3 In reading, every one ought to take ſpecial notice of 
ſuch paſſages as are either more weighty in themſelves, or 
proper to them, for their particular caſes, uſe, and occaſion. 

4. In reading, or hearing any portion of Scripture, let 
every one apply it to himſelf, as ſpoken to him. By this 
means may every one be much edified by every part of the 
wade od | 
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CHAP. VII 
Of Family - Catechiſing, with quickening Motives 
thereunto, | 
III. NOTHER Duty incumbent upon Parents, 


and Maſters of Families, in reference to thoſe 
under their charge, is to inſtruc? them in the Principles of 


Religion in a Catechiflical way. For to Catechiſe, is to 


teach the firſt Principles of Chriſtian Religion; whereby 
they who are young may be acquainted with God betimes, 

This we find given in command unto Houſholders un- 
der the Law, for faith the Lord, Deut. vi. 6. 7. The 
words which I command thee this day ſhall be in thine heart, 


and thou ſhalt teach them diligently unto thy children, - and 


ſhalt talk of them when thou ſitigſt in thine houſe, and when 
| thou walkeſt by the way, and when thou left down, and when 
thou T1 3 Where by Children are not meant only 
natural Children, but likewiſe Servants ; it being uſual 
with the Hebrews, by Children, to underſtand all under 
ſubjection. We have a Prophecy that there ſhall be, as it 
were, a ſucceſſion of Chriſt's name from generation to 
eneration, Pſal. Ixxii. 17. His name ſhall endure for ever, 
5 name ſhall be continued as long as the Sun, or as the phraſe 
imports, His name ſhall paſs from Father to Son. Every 
Father then muſt by Chriſtian inſtruction declare the Name 
of Chriſt to his Son, that ſo the Name of Chriſt may pals 
from Father to Son, from generation to. generation: 
Which Prophecy concerns the time of the Goſpel, Epb. 
vi. 4. Parents are commanded to bring up their Children in 
the nurture and admonitiqn of the Lord; or to nurture them 
up in inſtruction, as the word in the Greek properly ſig- 
nifieth. l 
This Duty is commended to us by the example of godly 
Houſholders in all Ages. I know, faith God of Abraham, 
that he will command 2 Children, and his Houſhold after hin, 
to keep the way of the Lord, Gen. xviii. 19. We 275 
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find David often inſtructing his Son Sehnen, 1 Chron. 


N 


xxviii. 9. ; | 
| And that this was the practice of the-Saints in the ti 
of the Goſpel, appeareth from the expreſſions of the Apoſ- 
tle, Heb. v. 12. Heb. vi. 1. Ye have need that one teach 
jou again which be the firſt principles of the Oracles of God : 
Aud leaviug the principles of the Doctrine of Chriſt ; which 
imply a form of Catechiſm which was uſed by the Chriſ- 
tians in thoſe days. And oh that all Chriſtian Parents, 
and Governors of Families in our days, would make Con- 
ſcience of inſtructing, and teaching their Children, and 
Servants, in the Principles of Religion, out of ſome good 
Catechiſm, obſerving theſe two Caveats. £ 

I. That this Duty be done frequently, on ſome day, or 
days, every Week. | 

2. That it be done by little at once, for to be too long, or 
tedious therein, is apt to dull the underſtanding, and to 
cauſe wearineſs in the Learner. | | 

For the better preſſing this Duty, I ſhall add a few Mo- 
tives, or Arguments, | 

I. The firſt Argument, or Motive, may be taken from 
the benefits which will follow thereupon. 

1. Timely inſtruction will ſeaſon their hearts, that they are 
like to be better for it all the days of their lives: And there- 
fore faith the Wiſe Man, Prov. xxii. 6. Train up, (or as 

the word ſignifieth, Catechiſe) a Child in the way he ſhould 
go ; and when he is old; he will not depart from it. But as 
a Veſlel will retain long the favour of that liquor it was 
ſeaſoned firſt withal ; fo will men the inſtructions they have 

learned in their Youth. 

2. It is an excellent means to keep them from the Errors 
and Herefies of the times: For Children well Catechiſed, 
and inſtructed in the Principles of Religion, are in great 
meaſure Antidoted againſt the danger of ſeducing Doctrines. 
The Apoſtle faith, 1 Cor. xi. 19. There muſt be Hereſies, 
which are of a ſpreading nature, and therefore by our Sa- 
viour compared to Leaven, Mat. xvi. 6. 

What better Preſervative againſt the Infection of falſe 
Doctrines, Errors, and Hereſies, than to be well Cate- 
chiſed? Obſerve who ey be that are eaſieſt ſeduced - 

a 3 falſe 
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falſe Teachers, who they are that have embraced their Er. 
ronious Tenets, and you ſhall find, that they were ſuch 
who were never well Catechiſed, nor grounded in the 
Principles of Religion. As therefore you would not have 
your Children and Servants poiſoned with the Erronious 
Doctrines of falſe Teachers, do your endeavours to get 
| —== rooted and grounded in the knowledge of the 
1 ruth. 
* It is an excellent means to make them hear the publick 
miftry of the Mord with more profit : For thereby they 
will be enabled to examine the Doctrines which they hear, 
by the Analogy of Faith. It is foretold, that in the latter 


days, there ſball be falſe Teachers, who ſhall privily bring in 


damnable Hereſies, 2 Pet. ii. 1. and therefore we are not 
to receive all for truth which is delivered in the Pulpit 
but as the Apoſtle exhorteth us, 1 Theſ. v. 21. To prove 


and try all things, and to hold faſt only that which is good; 


which we ſhall never be able to do, unleſs we be firft well 
Catechiſed, and inſtructed in the Principles of Religion; 
as alſo well acquainted with the Scriptures. f 

If therefore you who are Parents, and Maſters of Fa- 
milies, would diſcharge your duty herein, how would Er- 
rors vaniſh? Religion flouriſh ? and how would Knowledge 
and Grace abound in your Children and Servants ? 

II. Another Argument may be taken from the manifold 
damages which uſually follow a neglect of Family-Cate- 
chifing, | | 

1. It is the ground of that ignorance, and ſpiritual 
blindneſs which overfloweth the Nation: For as darkneſs 
proceedeth from the want of light, ſo ignorance muſt needs 
proceed from the want of teaching. | 

2. It is the ground of that looſeneſs and profaneneſs that 
is in many Families: For where God's ſervice hath 1 
place, there fin will be ſure to have free place, Where the 
light of knowledge is not ſet up by Catechiſing, there the 
deeds of darkneſs will be ſure to break forth. here there 
is no ſpeaking to Gad by Prayer, nor fpeaking of Gud by 
Catechiſing, you may be ſure there will be ſpeaking againſt 
God, and all ways of Holineſs, 
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3. It is the ground of that barrenneſs, and unfruitful- 
neſs under the means of Grace, that is to be found amongſt 


many in theſe days: for were Children and Servants better 


Catechiſed, they would better underſtand the Myſteries of 
the Goſpel, — much more profit by the Miniſtry of the 
Word, than they do. It is found by experience, that the 
moſt intelligent and beſt practiſed hearers are ſuch, as have 


been well Catechiſed and inſtiucted: The ſeed which thou 


thus timely ſoweſt, will ſpring up to a plentiful Harveſt. 
4. Such Parents and Maiters as neglect this duty, do 
what in them lieth to damn their Children and Servants, 
as well as themſelves ; for how can it be expected, but that 
thoſe Children and Servants, who through want of the 
light of knowledge walk in darkneſs, ſhould unavoidably 
ſtumble into Hell? Oh that ſo many Parents and Maſters 


ſhould be fo cruel and unnatural to their Children and 


Servants, as to neglect this duty! The blood of Souls is 
upon you, | | x POT * 

O57. Againſt this ſo neceſſary duty, ſome are apt to ob- 
jet and ſay, Lo what purpoſe ſhould we Catechiſe our 
Children, conſidering that through the tenderneſs of their 
years, they are not capable 17 the Myſteries of Salvation? 
A. I. Though Children are not ſo capable of appre- 
hending clearly the Myſteries of Salvation, as they will 
be afterwards ; yet none can deny them to underſtand fo 
much, as to be capable of the Seeds of Grace, which 
daily experience confirmeth. „ 
2. It is found by ſad experience, that Children uncate- 


chiſed, as they grow in years, ſo they grow in ſin and | 


wickedneſs; whereby they become more backward ' and 
untoward to the learning of any thing that is good, yea, 
and oppoſite thereunto. If you do not, the 5 
Catechiſe them betimes, and of him they will quickly 
learn. O prevent as much as may be that Enemy's ſow- 
ing his Tares: Be before-hand with him; take the firſt 
ſeaſon to caſt your good ſeed: The firſt ſeaſon is the fitteſt 
ſeaſon. | 
Obj. Should we conſtantly obſerve theſe Religious Ex- 
erciſes in our Families, which you thus preſs upon us, we 
| C 4 ſhould 


evil will 
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ſhould hinder our ſervants work, and thereby hazard our 
Eſtates, and fo ſhew ourſelves worſe than Infidels. 


A. 1. This is a mere deluſion of Satan to keep you from 


the diſcharge of your duty; for know aſſuredly, that the 
time ſpent in Religious Exerciſes with your Family, is ſo 
far from hindering your ſervants work, that it will rather 
further it, and bring ſuch a bleſſing upon it, that ſhall re- 
turn upon yourſelves : For profit and increaſe is the gift of 
God, who will give it to ſuch as fear him, and obſerve his 
Commandments, Oh then ſay not of Family-duties, as 
Judas did of that Ointment which Mary 
Saviour's Feet, why is this waſte © Think not that time 
waſte and loſt, which is ſpent in the ſervice of God, and 
bs the performance of the duties of your places and Re- 
ations, | 9 


2. A wilful neglect of Family- duties is like to bring the 


Curſe of God upon your Eſtates, yea upon yourſelves, and 


all that belong unto you. Read what Moſes ſaith in Deut. 
xxviii. 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20. Be | 
3. Who can produce the man that did really ſuffer in 
his Eſtate by the loſs of that time which he ſpent with, 
and for God? Surely as the whetting of the Scythe is na 
hinderance; but rather a furtherance of the Workman : 
So the Exerciſes of Religion can be no hinderance to your 
Family-affairs, but rather a great furtherance, unleſs you 
think this an hinderance, to ſtay to take God's bleſſing 
along with you ; without which, what are all your own 
and ſervants pains, but vain and fruitleſs ? 21 
4. Suppoſe you ſhould ſuffer ſomewhat in your Eſtate 
by the loſs of that time which you ſpend upon Religion, 
you -will have no cauſe to repent thereof. For whilſt 
others, with Martha, are careful, and troubled about worldly 
things, thou with Mary haßt choſen the better part. Thou 


haſt loſt a little of thy Temporals, to gain Spirituals and 


Eternals for thyſelf and thine. How wile are thoſe men, 
who prefer Temporals before their Eternals, and will ad- 
vance their Eſtates upon the ruin of their Souls ? 


poured on our 
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CHAP, Vl. 
Of Sabbath-Santification in Families. 


IV. A NOTHER Duty incumbent upon Parents, 
| —\ Maſters, and Governors of Families, is, 75 
hol to the Santtification of the Lord's Day, to ſee that the 
Chriſtian Sabbath be ſanctiſied as by themſelves, fo by their 
whole Family, even by all under their charge. This is ex- 
preſsly enjoined in the fourth Commandment, which is 
directed not ſo much to Children and Servants, as to Pa- 
rents and Maſters of Families, who are there commanded, 
not only in their own perfons to keep holy the Sabbath day, 
but to ſee that their Children and Servants do it — For 
thus the Commandment runs, Exod. xx. 10. The ſeventh 
day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God : In it thou fhalt not 
do any work, T hou, nor thy Son, nor thy Daughter, thy Man- 
ſervant, nor thy Maid ſervant. Which phraſe implieth, 
that it is the duty of Parents, and Maſters of Families, (to 
ſee that their Children- and Servants do not any why: profane 
the Sabbath day, but that they keep it as an Holy Reft. 

The Sanctification of the Sabbatb conſiſts, | 

1. In a reſting upon that day. 

2. In à conſecrating that Reſt to the Worſhip and ſeruice 
of God, fs 
) Therefore it is the duty of all Parents, and Maſters of 
Families to take care, that both themſelves, and all under 
their charge, do keep it. | 

I. As a day of Reft, 

2. As an holy Re. 

I. As a day of Rt; Reſting in ſpecial from all the 
works of their ordinary Calling. The very name Sabbath 
(which in Hebrew ſignifieth Re/?) and the expreſs Prohibi- 
tion in the fourth Commandment, of doing any work on 
that day, do ſhew, that it is a Day of Rat. 

How blame-worthy then are ſome Maſters, who con- 
trary to the expreſs Command of God, do ſet their ſer- 

vants 
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vants about the ordinary works of their Calling on the 
Lord's Day. Let ſuch know, that what is got by their 
ſervants work on that day, is but the gan of wickedneſs, 
which will prove their loſs at laſt. 

II. It is the duty of Maſters to take care, that their 
Families keep the Lord's Day as an Hah Ret, by conſe. 
crating that time which they ſet apart from their worldly 
- buſineſs, to the Worthip and Service of God, in the du- 
ties belonging to ſuch an Holy Day, For the Sabbath was 
not ſimply ordained, that we, and our ſervants ſhould reſt 
from our bodily labour, but that we ſhould in a ſpecial 
manner worſhip God on that day: So much is implied 
both in the firſt and laſt words of the fourth Command. 


ment. In the beginning it is ſaid, Remember the Sabbath 


to keep it holy. And in the cloſe it is added, The Lord 

Bleſſed the Sabbath day, and hallowed it; that is, ſanctified 
it, and ſet it apart to be wholly conſecrated to him, and to 
his worſhip and ſervice, | 

That Parents and Maſters of Families may the better 
diſcharge their duty herein, obſerve theſe directions. 
1. Look that your Children and Servants go with you 
to the — of the Word, and let none be left behind, 
without neceſſary and urgent occaſion; it being the ordi- 
nary means hath ſanctified for the reſorming of their 
lives, and the ſaving of their Souls. When Jacob went 
to Bethel to worſhip, he took his whole houſhold with bim, 
Gen. xxxv. 2, 3. When Ellanab went up to offer unto 
the Lord his Sacrifice, all his houſe went with him, 1 Sam. 
i. 21. In like manner do thou carry thy houſhold with 
thee to the houſe. of God. 5 

2. After the publick Ordinances be careful to call toge- 
ther all under thy charge, and let there be a repetition of 
the Sermons preached, either by thyſelf, or ſome one of thy 
Family, who can write\beſt ; and then examine them one 
after another, what -they remember of the Sermons they 
-have heard, labouring to make them plain unto them, and 
to apply them alſo. Thus did our bleſſed Saviour with his 
beloved Diſciples, for after his Preaching, when he was 
come home, he ſaid unto them, Have ye underſtood all theſe 
things, which ye have heard, And Mark faith, Then they 


were 
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were alone, he expounded all things to his Diſciples. Where- 
upon one obſerveth, That Chriſt by his example deth inſtruc 
every. Mafter of a Family how to carry himſelf in reference to 
thoſe under his charge, on the Lord's days, after their depar- 
ture from the publick Congregation. 

And truly much good will hereby redound, as unto your- 
ſelves, ſo likewife unto all under your charge. For, 

1. It will make them give better attention unto: the 
Miniſtry of the Word, when they know they ſhall be called 
to an account, and examined what they have heard. 
2. It would much help and confirm, as yourſelves fo 
your Children and Servants in the underſtanding and be- 
ſevin of what hath been delivered publickly by the 
Miniſter, if you would repeat and ſearch the proofs of 
- Scripture, which were brought for the confirmation of the 
Doctrine. | Wy hy 
III. Another duty to be performed in and with your 
Families for the better ſanctifying of the Lord's day, is 
ſinging of Pſalms, which, as it was much practiſed by the 
Saints and people of God of old under the Law; ſo it is 
both a Lawful and meet thing to be uſed by Chriſtians now 
under the Goſpel, and that as publickly in the Church, fo 
privately in the Family. | | Wo 
1. We find it was an ancient cuſtom of the People of 
God to ſing Pſalms in their Families, according to that of 
the Pſalmiſt, the voice of rejoicing is in the Tabernacle of the 
righteous, Pal. cxviii. 15. That is, in the dwelling places 
and houſes of good men, 

2, We have our Saviour herein for a pattern, of whom 
it is recorded, that after the eating of the Paſſover, which 
was in a private houſe ; he ſung a Pſalm with his Family, 
Mat. xxvi. 30. | 

IV. Another duty to be performed in and with 
Family for the better ſanctification of the Lord's day, is 
Reading ſome part of the Holy Scriptures, whereof before, 
Chap. VI. As alſo ſome good Sermon or Treatiſe of 
practical Truths. | 

V. Another Duty is Family-prayer. Whereof before, 


Chap: V. 3 2 f 
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VI. Another is, Catechi/mg thoſe under your cbarp- 
whereof ſee Chap. VII. TEEN On — 
theſe will exceedingly help forward the fanctification of the 
Lord's day, and that without tediouſneſs. 

VII. Another _ incumbent on Parents, and Mafters 
is Godly conference, Conferring before your Children and 
Servants about ſome good and profitable matter, eſpecially 
of the Sermons you have heard. The counſel which the 
Apoſtle giveth concerning our words and diſcourſes, Eph, 


iv. 29. as it ought to be carefully obſerved and followed by 


us at all times, fo eſpecially on the Lord's day. Let m0 
corrupt communication proceed out of your mouths, but that 
which is good to the uſe of edifying ; that is, to the winning 
of them who are not converted, or to the further building 
of thoſe who are already converted. 

And the Prophet Jaiab, chap. lviii. 13. forbiddeth the 
aking our cwn words on the Sabbath day, that is, all 
diſcourſes which are merely worldly, and about earthly 
things, more than charity and neceſſity requireth ; under 
which prohibition, of not ſpeaking our own words is im- 
plied a direction to ſpeak the word of God, or thoſe things 


which tend to the honour of God, and the ſpiritual good 


of others. 5 
VIII. That you may the better diſcharge your duty in 
looking to the ſanctification of the Lord's day; be ſure 
you ſuffer none under your roof to ſpend any part thereof, 
either in ialeneſ or in ports and paſtimes. 

1. Net in Jdlenefs, it being not a day of idleneſs, but of 
ſpiritual action. | 
2. Not in ſports and paſiimes, eſpecially ſuch as tend to 
carnal] and ſenſual delight. For the Lord hath forbidden 


If. | 
er impediments: to the worſhip and ſervice of God, 


than the ordinary works of our calling, in that they do 
"more ſubtilly ſteal away the heart from holy duties than 
thoſe do. Whereupon St. Auſtin thought it better to plow 
on the Lord's day, than to dance and ſport, 

Obj. Some object and plead the hard labour their —_ 
. | ave 


0 


every man the folliibing of his own pleaſure on his holy day, 
viii. 13. And the truth is, ſports and paſtimes are 
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have undergone the week before, and thence think they 4 
may be allowed a little recreation on the Lord's day. 

A. 1. The reſt on the Lord's day is the beſt and fitteſt 
recreation for the refreſhing of their bodies who have been 
tired with labour the ſix days before. And if they be T 
ſpiritually minded, the beſt and fitteſt recreation for the re- $i 
freſhing of their Souls is ſinging of Pſalms, the peruſing 4 
their ſpiritual evidences for Heaven, the ſolacing themſelves 1. 

in the meditation of Chriſt, of what he hath done and ſuf. " 3h 
fered for them, holy Conference, and the like. 1 

2. If you think bodily recreations neceſſary for your ſer- 
vants health, why do you not rather allow them ſome part 
of your own. time on the week days, than to rob God of 
any part of his day, which he hath wholly appropriated to 
the duties of his Worſhip and Service. Whereas the Lord 
might have reſerved fix days for himſelf, and allowed but 
one unto us; he hath dealt fo bountifully and graciouſly 
with us, as to reſerve but one to himſelf, and leave fix for 
our buſineſs. And ſhall we be ſo ungrateful, as to en- 
croach upon it, and Sacrilegiouſly ſteal away ſome part of 
that ſmall time, which he hath reſerved to himſelf, for our 
Servants recreation ? . 


HA I 


Of Exemplary Lives in Parents and Maſters of 
Families. 


V. NOTHER duty incumbent on Parents, and 
Maſters of Families, is, To ew — pat- 

terns of Piety and Godlineſi unto their Ghildren and Servants, 
by an holy and righteous converſation ; that they may ſay unto 
them, as Gideon did to his followers, lot on me, and do 
likewiſe, This we find practiſed by Abraham, of whom 
God himſelf giveth this Teſtimony, Gen. xviii. 19. 7 
know Abraham, that he will command his children, and his 
houſhold after him, to keep-the way of the Lord, Whereby 
is implied, that Abraham would go before his houſhold in 


keeping 
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keeping the way of the Lord, and they would follow after 
him. And Feſbua teſtifieth as much of himlelf, Joſh, xxiy, 


would be a pattern of Piety and Godlineſs unto his houſ- 
hold, and they ſhould follow his example. And David 
likewiſe reſolved as much for himſelf, for faith he, Pſal. ci. 
2. 1 will walk within my = with a perfect heart, intend. 
ing to become a pattern of Piety and Godlineſs to his houſ- 
hold, by an holy and righteous converſation. 
The better to quicken up Parents and Maſters of Fami. 
lies hereunto, I ſhall hint a few Arguments and Motives. 
1. Yeur lives are looked upon as Preſidents, your examples 
as rules, by your Children and Servants; and therefore you 
ought to be exemplarily holy and religious, What the Wile 
Man faith of one ſin in a Ruler, F a Ruler hearkon ts lies, 


or Mafter of a Family be a Swearer, a Drunkard, a Sab. 
bath-breakar, or the like, his Servants are fo too, or will 
quickly become ſuch. For patterns are very prevalent both 
to vice and virtue; eſpecially the patterns of Superiors. 
Inferiors are very apt to follow the example of Superiors, 
and. to tread in * ſteps. How ordinary is it for wicked 
Parents to have bad Children, and profane Maſters to have 
wicked Servants; and no marvel, ſeeing, Children and 
Servants are apt to follow the evil example of their Parents 
and Maſters, and to write after their Copy. How careful 
then ſhould Parents and Maſters. of Families be of their 
lives and converſation, that they be holy and righteous, and 
not looſe and ſcandalous, leſt, their Children and Servants 
ſhould follow after them to Hell. | 

2. Your holy and righteous liues will draw honour and ro- 
derence from your Children and Servants, For, the Image 
of Cad, which conſiteth in true holineſs and righteo»ſneſs, 
carrieth ſuch a Majeſty in it, that it commandeth honour 
and reverence from others. If therefore you who are Pa- 
rents and Maſters will with David, walk within your houſes 
with perfect and wpright hearts ; ſhewing yourſelves patterns 
of Piety and Godlineſs, your Children and Servants can- 
not but honour and reſpect you; For them that honour me, 
ſaith God, 7 will honour 1, that is I will make 2 
a e 


15. As for me, and my houſe, we will ſerve the Lord; he 


all his Servants are wicked, is true in other fins : If a Ruler 


— — 
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held in honourable eſteem by others. I grant indeed ſome 
are therefore deſpiſed, becauſe they walk holily and un- 
plamably. Yet ſuch, as they are truly honourable in them 
ſelves, ſo are they honourable in the eyes and eſteem of 
many others. For there is more true worth in the leaſt 
race, than in all earthly glory. Since thou waſt precious 
in my fight thou haſt been honourable, ſaith God of his de- 
ſpiſed people, Ifa. xliii. 4. Such Parents therefore, and 
Maſters, as by their godly lives and converſations are pre- 
cious in the 4 ht of God, they ſhall be honoured by their 
Children and Servants. But on the other ſide, ſuch Pa- 
rents and Maſters of Families as by their wicked lives and 
ungodly converſations are vile in the fight of God, they 
ſhall be defpiſed, and lightly eſteemed by their Children 
and Servants. For if Children and Servants perceive their 
Parents and Maſters to be Lyars, Swearers, Drunkards, 
Sabbath-breakers, and the like ; how can they honour and 
reſpect them? That which is ſaid of Feruſalem, Lam. i. 8. 
Al that honoured her, deſpiſed her, becauſe they have ſeen her 
nakedneſs ; may be applied to wicked and profane Parents 
and Maſters of Families; their Children and their Ser- 
rants who ſhould moſt have honoured them, cannot but 
deſpiſe them; becauſe they have ſeen their nakedneſs : 
And this queſtionleſs is one ſpecial reaſon why moſt Pa. 
rents and Maſters have fo httle reverence and honour from 
their Children and Servants. | 
ON Such is the infectious property of Sin, that if” a Parent, 
er Maſter of a Family, be a Swearer, Drunkard, Scoffer at 
Religion, &c. he is like by a contagious inſiuuation and evil 
example to infect his tohole Family, even his oton Children 
and Servants, And therefore ſin is not untitly reſembled 
to the Leproſy, which quickly overſpreadeth the whole 
houſe. And it is obſervable, that the more publick the 
perſons are, the more dangerous are their fins. Private 
mens ſins are but like the errors of a Poacket-watch, which 
uſually miſleads only the Keeper of it ; but the fins of a 
Maſter of a Family are like the errors of an Howſe-clock, 
which is apt to miſlead the whole Family. O how careful 
then ought Parents and Maſters of Families to be of their 
> lives 


rupt and poiſon their own Children and Servants. 


as good Examples are the Life of inſtruction, to make it 


ineffectual. That Parent therefore or 


and condemnation upon thy own Soul. 
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lives and converſations, leſt by their evil example they cor- 


4. What will it avail Parents and Maſters of Families 
to teach their Children and Servants the Fear of God, to 
walk in his ways, when they themſelves manifeſt little fear 
of God in their lives and converſations ; but contrariwiſe, 
are looſe and wanton, wicked and profane. For certainly, 


profitable and effectual; fo evil examples are the death, 
and bane of good inſtruction, to make it unprofitable and 
| r, who re- 
oveth Sin in his Child or Servant, muſt be free from that 
in himſelf; otherwiſe it will be faid, Thou Hypocrite, firf 
caſt the beam out of thine own eye, and then thou * 
ea, 


clearly to*caſt out the mote out of thy Brother's. eye. 


and he muſt be free from all other ſcandalous fins, other- 
wiſe the child my ſay, My Father reproveth me for hing, 
but he himſelf will ſiuear. And the ſervant may ſay, 14; 
Maſter reproveth me for drunkenneſs, and he _ if 1s covet- 
ous. That therefore thy Family reproof and admonition 
may be profitable, thou muſt be ſure to be at leaſt unblame- 
able in thy life and converſation ; that thou mayeſt not be 
guilty of that ſin, which thou condemneſt in thy Child or 

ervant : For thereby thou wilt paſs a ſentence of death 
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